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EDITORIAL 

The files at the Donald E. Keyhoe 
Archives are bulging with information 
about all aspects of UFO history. You, 
the subscriber, provide the financial 
lifeline that makes this publication 
possible. 

Your comments are invited on any of 
the articles. Send "Letters to the editor" 
clearly marked as such, by e-mail or by 
regular mail. Please keep them brief and 
to the point and they will be considered 
for publication, especially if they add 
information or insight on a given story. 

Longer commentaries also are invited 
for possible publication, up to about 400 
words. All submissions are subject to 
editing for length and clarity. -t 

Cover Photo 

The NICAP Connecticut Affiliate 
(NICAP-CONN) was headed by George 
W. Earley, a United Aircraft Corporation 
employee and World War II Air Force 
operations officer of a B-26 squadron. 
There were four other Affiliates: in Los 
Angeles, Kansas City, Chicago, and New 
York City. 

At the early 1968 NICAP-CONN 
meeting pictured here, John Fuller was 
briefing others about his forthcoming 
LOOK magazine article that would 
expose the memo by Robert J. Low of 
the University of Colorado Project that 
made the entire study seem to be a 
sham. Low's famous words "The trick 
would be ... " came back to haunt him. 

Seated left to right are Dr. Thornton 
Page, chairman of the astronomy 
department, Wesleyan University; David 
Morgan, physicist; John G. Fuller, 
journalist; Richard Hoagland, space 
sciences museum curator; and Dr. 
James E. McDonald, senior scientist, 
University of Arizona Institute of 
Atmospheric Physics. 

You can also help by suggesting the 
kinds of information you would like to 
see included in future issues. 

There is nothing an editor dislikes 
more than being greeted by a deafening 
silence after each issue is published. 
Maybe you could start by letting me 
know which articles you liked most, 
and / or which you liked least. 0 
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THE NATIONAL INVESTIGATIONS COMMITTEE ON 
AERIAL PHENOMENA (NICAP): EARLY HISTORY 

NICAP was the primary UFO 
organization in the late 1950s through 
1970s. Because of being based in 
Washington, D.C., and having access to 
the national news media, NICAP began to 
supersede the Tucson-based Aerial 
Phenomena Research Organization 
(APRO) headed by Coral and Jim 
Lorenzen. 

APRO had been formed in the early 
1950s and was the most prominent UFO 
organization prior to NICAP. For a 
number of years Coral Lorenzen had 
cordial relations with Major Keyhoe as 
indicated in their correspondence (on 
file in the Donald E. Keyhoe Archives). 
Their relations increasingly became 
strained as NICAP gained national 
attention. 

When I arrived on the scene in June 
1958, Major Keyhoe was fighting battles 
on several fronts. The most serious 
problem was lack of financial resources 
to hire staff. I worked as an occasional 
volunteer, but the office was run by 
Mrs. Rose Hackett Campbell and a 
female protege of hers, Bess Clark. 

Without going into the details and 
subtleties of the situation, I quickly 
learned that Mrs. Campbell had never 
met a "contactee" that she didn't 
believe, and also encourage to become 
a NICAP member. Noble spacemen were 
visiting us and imparting their wisdom to 
us, and in her mind NICAP existed to 
"spread the word." 

It was a totally mystical and 
uncritical mindset that appalled me, 
and in a private meeting with Major 

'"'U.F.O. Investigator 
•.en ..our •1.TIHG S4UC!Rl l\IHllll:llTIP!"ll •L nHG ClaJKTI) 
.. ,...,......, ............. ............,_ c.-.... - ...... ,..._ ~ 

TACKER REPLACED 
AS SPOKESMAN 

PROBE ASSURED 
......,._.,.MW" ......... 
_._ .... tllbdllfO'O.._,... .......... .......... " .-r--.. .,_....._ 
...... ('9t ............ ................... .,..... .... 
~-:::rl"''Li~- 11'0 .... ~ 

11 ......... T IN1 

Early edition of the U.F.0 . Investigator, 
NICAP membership pubication. 

Keyhoe (as I recall some time in June) I 
told him emphatically what I thought. 

To my relief, he was already aware 
of the situation and troubled by it, but 
Mrs. Campbell--a skilled office manager 
and typist who was contributing the use 
of her own IBM proportional-spacing 
typewriter (a state-of-the-art machine 
at that time) and other personal assets-­
was all he had. 

When I received a job offer from Air 
Force Times, Major Keyhoe quickly 
offered me a job at half-time pay, but it 
was "an offer I could not refuse." 

The letter on the following page from 
M.K. Jessup adds some insight into this 
period . The letter was received and 
opened by me (as indicated by the 
initials RHH). 0 
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Major Donald E. Aeyhoe, 
NICAP, 
1536 Connecticut Ave., NW. 
Washington 6, D.C. 

P .O.Box I 12~ Indianapolis 6, Ind. 
Tuesday sept 2211958 

j -~, 

/h{~. .' ! 
' : t' 

1, L .... ...... ·;.i 

I havent time to write a decent letter,i'. I have been hearing through various 
channels that NICAP is not in good shape. Fra~, I think the UFO b~iness is 
a lost cause as long as ou.r public worships the da.msk:l.s an.~ he Mangers and 
will listen to nothing but the sensational lies they put out. · 

I still admire your at~itude and your back-breaking efforts to do something tangible 
with the UFO problem. ntortunately it has not yet been possible to interest 
that segraent of the public who would take a practical interest and do something if 
they could be convinced. I t~ we are in worse shape than ever at present 
because of the cultists etc. ell enough of that. 

Rose Hackett wrote me a letter this week, and then phoned. 1118. She told me of 
resigning . She didnt give any reason but I know wough to know that she is 
disgruntled because the crackpot element is barred from. NICAP. I am on your 
side of the fence, as you kno-•, al tho perhaps not quite so bluntly opposed to 
possibilities of ESP nature. Even if NICAP has to go down in failure I personall,y 
woUld prefer to keep it clean of the contact hoodlums who have practically 
destroyed all hope of a sensible approach to the problem in this decade- --maybe 
in this generation. 

... 
My main point in writing is to say that Rose 1! dri Ying out to ndianA to see 
me AND Pelley. That's no oomPliment to ms, as would believe aiiytbing Pell'y 
ea.id on a stack of Korans. ll'Owever,sb.e is coming and is all steamed up about 
the reprint issue of no- CASE FOR THE UFO. This my or my not be her real reason. 
I know that she has always wanted to g!t ms to be active in the inner working 
of NICAP because she has thought that would embrace the so-called "subjective" 
simply because I do not take an open stand against it . I suspect that she is 
going to try to get me to start another organization, or to go into Nl'CAP with 
a view toward cbanfP.ng the policy. nothing doing on either count. I've bad a 
belly fllll of the nsubjective". It worse than stinks. 

If there is anyt.hing you want to tell me before she get11 here (which may be by the 
end of the week) please write U'ir mail (P .O.Ba;c I 12, ""ndianapol.is 6, Ind) or 
phone ms (MElrose 5-8124 at home at night, or MElrose 4-2892 ai office in dayti.Jae) . 
There is much that t would like to discuss with you but which do not want to 
put on paper. There-' ar e enough hints in this letter to indicate what I mean. 

I might add one more thing. When you took over NICAP I reversed 'fllY position with 
regard to the organization and publically asked the Utologists to have patience and 
cooperate with you, after haveing been rather outspoken in a negative way. Since that 
ti.me 1 have advised several that NICAP would immediately cease to function 
objectively ii' you lost control. ••eed .l. say rtore? 

Best of everyt.hing to you. Hope your h:::alth is 
improving also · that everything is well with yaur family. Good luck, Don-- -you earned it 
and you need it. "'orry r havent the financial means to give you more support. 

~garde, 
M.K.Jessup 



PRIVATE PROBE RS DISPUTE AF ST AND '**TH I D ENV ER P OST Moo.. Ro•. ti. UU 3F 

Two Experts Conclude UFOs Come 
Ry 811.L MY!:l\S 

O.ner Post Stiff Writer 
.,.,, ond ""Jcntists lrom •D llolds 11\at mlcht be ln""vtd 
in 1 UFO uwncicallod.. Kn-~.oe ind Hall said 

llcspltc Air F ... co •U•mpU to d•buok Ille existmce.ol 
unldontiflcd !l)>in( obj- llfl'Oel. lllere ars such tbinl4 
Md they ~ bt cr•ll lrom wttr ap1ce, two ptlv•te t.IFO 

Ktyhoo uld NICAP ··~lt<U UFO rtpo<ts and t••l••ltl 
&hen,, Wt weed out the Cibvious mJsi.akes and the crack­
pOl rcporU. Then wt got do•11 lo the hard-«<• reports !tom 
vtltreo pilot$ of the Air fottt and alrUnn, miuU~ tncken, 
tclcnlisu, fnglnc:en - competent, reU1bh1 wlLntsscs'' from 
all rcspon1lblt civilion llelds o( -t. 

ln.,•llC•t0<$ »Id ln DtllVcr Sunday. • 
Tht lnvotic•W<• ""' l)o,,.td D. Keyhot, 1 rctim! M•· 

rtnc C4rps ••iatioo majllr Ind dlr<cior ol lhe llati..,>l 111-
\'ftdtatJons Committee on Attial Pbtnome.aa tNlCAP), a"'9 
l\lci\anl II, H•ll. .-UM NICAP dlrt<tor. 

When )!ICAP l<U a llfO ~ that •1111<•rs lccillmst<. 

MCJ<I' is h<adq..rured la 1flshinctoo, D.C.. and boCll 
mtn. • "" ha•·· MJ..tlmo ;ii. Willi Ibo mcnmiU..., li>t la 
WHfwl;tMS111Jur"5. 

Halt •od ~'hoe said. it •ppoints I """" Reid lnV<SUp· 
tJoo IUIW !n>fn 1ts lisl of ltthnl<al HptlU lod "nob th• 
........ ~ ISll&\>tt Ille rtpot1 It Ille ...... 

Tht> pnl<d thl'C>llclt o.n..,. tfl roatt lo Boolder, whrr• 
thcr1l conrcr Mond•r •nd ~Y 'lrilh Dr. Edward lf. 
CMdon and mtmhtr< or his Unt .. rstt7 o/ Cciorado ccmmit­
.... 10 .cudy lil'O$ - "' Oytnc saucm. 

11 lht lcam·s r~ ir.clalft lht Uf'O IJ 1cnlllnt. the 
!IC~ncrs st•U Of SICAP ccntlmia UM ..... u,11ioft. 
calllnll °" Ult tptnlons of !ht •w"l'ri••• prolwlonal od• 
vlscrs. 

Last ll1Cl0lh. the Ail' Foret gMl.11\ed CU $300JIOO to con. 
dU.:t 11\t probe indepoodcnlly or the Air for~·s &!Udy iroup, 
'"Pro)l'Ct 81~ Boole" 

"We look ror 4 t(N\VCntlonal •XJ14•n•llon Ont." Rall 
uld. 

Koyh .. Ind Halt .. id th>! NICAr hM rtc•l•cd mort 
than 10,000 UFO r<ports 1od that I~ to z.ooo ol lh<.w 

Kt!)'h .. U)'l XICAP bas from l J.000 to 11.0llt m<rnbers 
11'1 111 Ml isAtK aM about l:I fort1J• countrles. The Df1.anb:• 

hi Vt lutMl «.II. to be .. really $1lbt:llt1ll.al (.DUS... • 
"t' ocllllirc on !ht bard-cot• •aros." he said, "our ltllta· 

Uve concl...., is tllal UfOt are som<lhd!C from 11111.,. ......... DONAU> D. KEYHOf tlM h .. ...,... :!SO IGp-llOld! professloul odl'isen - aero-
_.,_cho_ "ll..:.•_d_in..:.r_.,._.o>d_ ._. __ ...... "P'"" rcd<nl Awlltloo Ac""'Y ~·: .-

From .Outer S 
As NICAP d>reelor, K.,..... ocrea oflldally 'lrilll lhll 

conc:lllsloft But -ally, hb ,.;...,. are mocb 1tr0111'1'. 

Pace "I,.,., •lleptkal wll<n I Ont p lnln this -k."' he 
• .. id. '"but I chanced my mllld wheo I uw Ille maaive 

tvi<k:nc:• (OC Ille .......... or UFO.)." 
Keyhoe ls the •ulhor ol 111• boolt, "F'lylng S.ucers From 

Ou\cr Spact," whldl dtRntldy stat.ct his oplnloo on the quta• 
tlbn. as the title rollects. • 

And. he 1ddl, the Air ro..co ..,..; reaChed a secret con­
<luskln that .,reed wilh hil. What rtporls on Ille conclusion 
luted OUI. IJ1t Air f'orct dOoled lll<m. he said 

'"There Is tlols "'- •etal>t « ~.· ht said. "11"1 
oot possible that all 11- ._u .,.. - and lhty"r• 
eeruillly not lr.11114, t'OnSid<rlnc the tn!lllJoc and rupoml. 
bi1lty ol maey ol the ,....,:. """' 1"""" them In." 
Kc~ and ll•tl wd Air YOl"ff policy •lways bas bttn 

IA> debunk ui·o •ilh~. and oven rldlcule pttSOOI rcporl. 
ing lhem, Jocllldln« Air Fll.(ee pilots. • ' , 

Keyhoc $aid he's •uie 11111 Ille Air Yor<e policy wu 
h•nded down bl( lht Ccncral lnlelng<n<t l\ilJllCY, whlth Is 
worried ot public ructkln to an announcemtnl lhat the 
earth Is belnc observed by apti<emon. • 
the ~~ •t~y. ~ ~,,~!!~~~~!·~~ ~~ld Mlp solvt 

Denver Post story, Nov. 28, 1966 

Ottot·•t ,.,... ,..,.._ W 0.IM 14 ....... 

llCHARD H. HALL 
•A moior lfl)"ltry. • 
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The headline does not accurately 
reflect what we said, but rather what 
the reporter apparently expected or 
wanted us to say. 

long overdue independent scientific 
investigation. 

We were careful to point out that 
the ET hypothesis was only that, and 
not a conclusion, although many NICAP 
officials felt it was the most likely 
answer. Instead, we emphasized that 
hundreds of very significant reports 
were being wrongly "explained" or 
totally ignored by the Air Force. We 
were advocating a badly needed and 

But reporters on daily papers are 
not well equipped to handle subtleties, 
and tend to like things in black and 
white. My education about the state of 
journalism in relation to controversial 
subjects like UFOs continued through 
these years, and eventually soured me 
on the entire process.- R.H.H. 

[Future issues will address the 
failures of all major institutions to come 
to grips with UFO reports.] 0 
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IMPACT OF UFOs ON THE NATIONAL SPACE PROGRAM 

James E. McDonald, Institute of Atmospheric Physics, 
The University of Arizona 

(Abstract of talk to regional Sections, American Institute of Aeronautics and 
Astronautics, 1968-1969, AIAA visiting lecturer series.)1 

Two years of intensive study of a wide variety of UFO reports and direct interviews 
with several hundred witnesses in select cases, convince me that the scientific 
community's past casual response to the UFO problem has been a serious error, one that 
must be quickly rectified. Although it is true that many reports of UFOs constitute cases 
of misidentification, and although a small percentage may be accounted for in other 
quite conventional manner, an impressively large number of other cases cannot be 
satisfactorily explained in terms of any ordinary hypotheses. Representative examples 
which I have personally checked will be cited, and key points in the past 20 years' 
official response to the UFO question will be noted. 

Cases where multiple witnesses have reported relatively close-range sightings of 
objects that can scarcely be described in terms other than "machine-like" or "craft­
like" demand that careful attention be given to the radical hypothesis that UFOs may 
be devices of extraterrestrial origin. That hypothesis is actually 20 years old but has 
generally been scoffed at by scientists and by official investigatory bodies. My own 
study leads me, however, to take that hypothesis quite seriously, despite its many 
obvious degrees of improbability. Alternative hypotheses will be discussed and their 
shortcomings pointed out. 

A review of past scientific critique of the extraterrestrial hypothesis will be 
presented. Setting aside basically irrelevant or erroneous critique, or critique framed 
in ignorance of the cumulative evidence on UFO sightings, I shall try to show that the 
hard-core objection to the extraterrestrial hypothesis is, today, the objection that we 
cannot yet imagine any propulsion schemes that sensibly account for interstellar 
exploration and surveillance. Against t hat strong objection, I believe one can raise only 
the somewhat lame (yet conceivably quite correct) counterargument that we may not 
yet know all there is to be known about interstellar transport. 

(Continued on next page) 

1 This is a re-typed copy of McDonald's own talk summary as he produced and 
distributed it.. 
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CHRONOLOGY OF EARLY UFO HISTORY, JUNE-JULY 1950 

June 21 , 1950: A UFO buzzed the control 
tower at Hamilton AFB, California, 
several times. 

June 24, 1950: A cigar-shaped object 
paced a United Airlines plane for 20 
minutes over the California desert. A 
Navy transport pilot and crew also saw 
the object. 

June 30, 1950: A minister (former Air 
Force pilot) reported that a rotating, 
circular object hovered over the road. 
As he started to drive underneath it, the 
UFO took off with terrific acceleration. 

McDonald AIAA, Conti nued 

July 1950: Flying magazine article titled 
"Flying Saucers -- Fact or Fiction?" 
summarized recent sightings by pilots. 

July 1950: A Civil Aeronautics Agency 
(later FAA) flight engineer in Cincinnati, 
Ohio, reported seeing in early afternoon 
a "wingless, fuselage-shaped" object 
that maneuvered at high speed. 

July 11, 1950: Two Navy aircraft near 
Osceola, Arkansas, in early evening saw a 
disc shaped like an inverted bowl cross 
their path, also detected on radar. 

(To be continued) 

Our national space program was keynoted six years ago when the NAS Space Sciences 
Board asserted that "the search for extraterrestrial life is, in the opinion of many, the 
most exciting, challeng;ng, and profound ;ssue, not only of this century but of the 
whole naturalistic movement that has characterized the history of western thought 
for 300 years. What is at stake is a chance to gain a new perspective on man's place 
in nature, a new level of discussion on the meaning and nature of Ufe." After two 
years of close scrutiny of the UFO evidence, it seems ironical to me that hundreds 
of UFO sightings seem explainable in no other terms than extraterrestrial surveillance, 
yet this body of reports continues to go almost unexamined by competent scientific 
bodies. I suggest, and have been suggesting to NASA, NSF, and other science-oriented 
agencies, that new and open-minded scrutiny of the UFO evidence is long overdue. 
In my view, the UFO problem may, in the near future, have a profound and positive 
impact on our national space program and on science in general. I believe that the 
public's assessment of scientific open-mindedness and scientific attitudes towards 
unconventional problems are very much at stake in the UFO problem, far more so than 
many scientists yet realize. 

A significant step towards securing more adequate scientific scrutiny of the UFO 
question was taken when the House Committee on Science and Astronautics held a 
Symposium on Unidentified Flying Objects, July 29, 1968, highlights of which will be 
summarized. Copies of the proceedings can be secured from the Federal Scientific 
Clearinghouse, Springfield, Va. AIAA members are urged to secure those proceedings 
and to study them. o 
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UFOs Around the World: Official Views & Newsnotes 

The Military Attache of South Africa 
via the Washington, D.C., Embassy told 
a NICAP member (Apr. 22, 1963): "From 
time to time UFO reports are obtained 
and these are referred to Air Force 
headquarters where a statistical section 
makes an investigation and logs results. 
Our experience in the past has been 
that, with a few exceptions, all UFO 
sightings could be explained as having 
been caused by natural phenomena." 

A letter dated Oct. 10, 1958, from 
the Embassy of Argentina was received 
by NICAP in response to an inquiry. The 
letter, signed by Assistant Air Attache 
Arnoldo C. Tesselhoff, informed us that 
Argentine Air Force officials were 
considering " ... the creation of an 
agency similar to NICAP, with the same 
objectives ... Once established, the 
Argentine agency would very much like 
to work in close scientific cooperation 
with your Committee." 

Dr. Claude Gaudeau of the National 
Center of Scientific Research in France 
visited with Walter N. Webb, NICAP 
Adviser, in the Boston, Massachusetts, 
area on Apr. 25, 1968. He expressed an 
interest in starting a "comprehensive 
research study of UFO sightings, utilizing 
computers and medical examination of 

Subscribe now via 

U.S. subscription rates: 
1 year - $28.00; 2 years - $50.00 

dh12@erols.com 

certain witnesses." 
A weekend conference of UFO 

investigation societies in Ballarat, 
Australia, in early 1965 led to the 
beginning of national organization. 
According to a story in the Ballarat 
Courier, Victoria, March 2, 1965, with 
the headline of "Aerial phenomena 
investigation," the conferees decided to 
form a Federal organization. 

The new group would coordinate the 
activities of all local societies. Among 
the participants named in the story are 
S.J. Czynski, chairman of the Ballarat 
Astronomical Society; Peter Norris of 
Melbourne; A.P. Tomas of New South 
Wales; C. Jones of Western Australia; 
Mrs. S. Sutton of Moorabbin; and Mr. 
W.H. Sloane of Ballarat. 

Forty years ago three scientists in 
Chile declared that UFOs are real. A 
Reuters News Agency story filed in 
Santiago, Chile, on Aug. 26, 1965, 
quoted Prof. Gabriel Al vial as saying, 
"There is scientific evidence that 
strange objects visit our planet .. It is 
lamentable that the governments have 
drawn a veil of secrecy around this." 

Prof. Al vial announced that a 
university center would be set up in 1966 
to study the phenomena. 

Dr. Mitrovan Zverev at the Cerro 
Calan Observatory concurred that 
something beyond out present 
understanding is occurring. And Prof. 
Claudio Anguita summed up, "We are 
not alone in the universe." 

The statements followed a rash of 
Southern Hemisphere UFO sightings, 
including several at Antarctic scientific 
stations during July. 0 
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DIALOGUE WITH ~ 
Francis L. Ridge 

REFLECTIONS ON 40 YEARS OF UFO RESEARCH 

Fran Ridge established and served as 
chairman of one of the earliest NICAP 
investigation teams, or Subcommittees. 
This network of investigation units 
eventually grew into an invaluable asset 
for NICAP. 

Since then his many contributions to 
UFO research rank him among the most 
experienced and well-informed people 
in the world about UFOs and related 
phenomena. I asked Fran to recall some 
of his experiences. 

Hall: We have been colleagues now for 
something like 40 years, right? You 
formed the Indiana NICAP Subcommittee 
way back when. And of course we both 
have been active in other groups since 
then. 

Ridge: Going on 44 years. After about 6 
months of organization and planning 
the Subcommittee was authorized on 
November 17, 1960. 

Hall: I remember that you lined up some 
good technical people, and scientific 
advisers. The Subcommittee did great 
work for about 10 years. 

Ridge: I moved from Indiana to Illinois in 
1971 and became a State Section 
Director for the Mutual UFO Network 
(MUFON). 

Hall: What is your employment or 
profession, past or present? 

Ridge: I was a manager for a large 
department store for 11 years until 1981, 
then went out on my own. I spent most 
of t hat time getting investors for 
patented items. The 
last 6 years I have 
gone back into 
hardware, something I 
really like and did 
right after high school 
for 4 years, and now 
with benefits while 
working with an old 
friend. Francis L. Ridge 

Hall: Before we get into your more 
recent activities, tell me about some of 
the Subcommit tee's case investigations 
from the 1960s. 

Ridge: The most interesting cases were 
those involved in the southern Illinois 
sightings in August of 1963. The primary 
case can be found on the NICAP web site 
at www.nicap.org/austindir.htm. What 
made this so special was being an E-M 
[electromagnetic effects] case and a 
close encounter, and one of the first 
good low-level car chases. 

(Continued on next page) 
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Ridge interview, continued 

It was good enough that it prompted 
Air Force attention to the point that 
they sent a team from Wright-Patterson 
AFB headed by Colonel Robert Friend, 
and including none other than then­
Captain Hector Quintanilla. The sighting 
was "explained away," but is still an 
unknown in my book. 2 

Hall: You established a UFO detection 
program called MADAR. What was that? 

Ridge: Multiple Anomaly Detection and 
Automated Recording. With all the 
known listed E-M effects (102 cases 
listed by NICAP even then) I set up a 
detection station for anomalies of the 
type being reported. And it was no 
accident. Fate put me and everything 
else in the right place at the right time. 
One of my advisers gave me the idea on 
how to do it, and he had been working 
for "Project Saucer," the first Air Force 
code name before Project SIGN in 1947. 
His expertise was nuclear radiation 
detection and electromagnetism. 

Hall: For quite a while you published a 
"UFO Intelligence Summary." I have 
copies of it in the Donald E. Keyhoe 
Archives. What was that and how did it 
come about? 

Ridge: Actually, it was important to do 
on its own merit, from the standpoint of 

2 Brief summaries of August 4, 7, 
and 9, 1963, sightings submitted to 
NICAP by Fran's Subcommittee appear 
on page 141 of The UFO Evidence 
(1964).] 
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the new computer age. It was a 
changing, constantly updated database 
of UFO sightings all over the country and 
told all of us what was going on and if 
one UFO sighting was related to others in 
time. 

Hall: I see that it was called the "UFO 
Intelligence Newsletter" and part of it 
was a page or more of computer­
generated "UFO Intelligence Summary." 
And you were operating the UFO Filter 
Center. 

Ridge: With the MADAR system this data 
was extremely important so that the 
UFO Filter Center could correlate UFO 
sightings with detections of anomalous 
instrumental data. It's a long story but 
we did correlate several incidents, and 
this is all documented in my book and 
also on the NICAP web site. 

Hall: Tell us about your regional UFO 
report. Are copies still available? 

Ridge: Only a handful of hard copies 
of the 500 I had printed, but I am 
working on getting the book on CD. 

Hall: Now we come to my favorite - the 
NICAP web site. There is a colorful 

(Continued on next page) 



Rtdle interview, continued 

history of how that came to be. 
Would you please describe that? 

Ridge: Really strange. I had spent so 
many years on the UFO subject that I 
wanted to do something else. 

Hall: I guess we all have experienced 
"bum-out" at some point. 

Ridge: What started me off on a new 
track was that I had accidentally 
observed, with a 4-1 /2 inch f 18 
telescope, some ••fastwalkers," 
objects apparently very far out in 
space between here and the Moon. In 
the late 1970s I had bought a black 
and white surveillance camera and 
found that it worked perfectly on the 
scope, except that the mounting and 
controls were beyond my means. But 
in 1995 I got some investors and did 
it, and created the Lunascan Project, 
which still exists. 

!!Alt. But it's still related to UFOs in a 
way. 

Ridge: I swore I was out of the UFO 
business, except to try to catch 
"them" with their pants down while 
between here and the Moon. I created 
the web site and it was so successful 
I thought, why don ' t we 
commemorate all the great work that 
NICAP has done? 

Hall: I remember that you -- we -- also 
got some motivation from a pretender 
who had nothing to do with NICAP at 
all, but put up a site to exploit 
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NICAP's reputation. 

Ridge: Yes, we wanted to protect 
NICAP's good name. So I started on it 
once I got the okay [from the Center 
for UFO Studies which archives the 
NICAP sighting files} in 1997. It was 
like "eating an elephant," which I 
had learned to do several times 
before. And like the Lunascan 
Project, it grew and grew into the 
massive site it is today. 

Hall: Well, the NICAP site is my 
absolute favorite of all UFO web 
sites, but then I have a somewhat 
selfish reason for that. It is a rich 
goldmine of UFO sighting information 
and related history that I always 
recommend to anyone seeking 
serious, factual information. 

Ridge: And, instead of the old and 
boring civilian reports most people 
know about, it consists of the very 
best military and airline cases ever 
reported. And we have uncovered 
important new information to 
support already good cases such as 
Trindade Island [the January 1958 
Brazilian photo case showing a 
Saturn -shaped object] , and 
uncovered damning information on 
former supposedly explained cases 
such as Fort Monmouth [September 
1951 Air Force pilots' pursuit of a 
silvery disc-shaped UFO}. 

Hall: so you were back in the UFO 
business despite everything. 

(Continued on next page) 
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Ridge interview, continued 

Rjdge: Then when I got even more 
involved than I had ever planned to do 
this late in my life, I set up the 
Nuclear Connection Project and found 
(with the help of others, and in 
particular Larry Hatch) more than 200 
cases of UFOs associated with nuclear 
weapons or sites. One case that 
turned out to have a major 
connection involved a UFO over a 
control tower in New Mexico. This 
took place over a weapons storage 
area and over a B-58 Hustler bomber 
waiting to qualify for a nuclear 
weapons delivery exercise. 

Hall: So instead of getting away from 
UFOs for a change, you ended up with 
the NICAP web site, the Nuclear 
Connection Project (NCP), and the 
Lunascan Project. 

Ridge: Yes, and I was supposed to be 
getting out of the UFO business! Very 
ironic. The more I tried to get out, 
the deeper in I got. The NCP is still 
active, but we have logged most of 
the good cases, such as the ones 
involving missile sites. The Lunascan 
Project is alive, but not doing any 
scanning here. We have people all 
over the world who have better 
equipment and better seeing 
conditions, so we are watching and 
waiting. In the meantime, we are 
going over a lot of NASA pictures and 
also getting ready for the live images 
from the Trailblazer this winter 
[TransOrbital corporation commercial 
lunar mission). One of these days we 
will get something great, but just 

getting better data from private 
sources is very exciting work. 

.tlfilt. What do you do when you are 
not working on UFOs or lunar scans? 
Any other hobbies or activities? 

Ridge: Something I started in the 
summer of 2003. I made a 1950s 
room with a recording studio for me 
and my daughter who sings country 
music. It's a great way to relax after 
getting so serious with UFOs for over 
40 years. 

Hall: What is your ultimate thinking 
about UFOs? 

Ridge: I'm convinced that something 
very big and potentially important is 
going on, and we are a part of it 
whether we like it or not. I could 
never just say, to heck with it, but I 
do things to get my mind off it at 
times. I am very glad I met you 
Dick, and very proud to be a forme~ 
member of the best UFO organization 
that ever existed. We have made 
history, and it will be even more 
important as the years go by. 

See www.nicao.org 
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